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Abstract

The nomination of Rev. Kazimierz Rolewskias bishop of Katowice and the reasons
for the refusal

Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski (1887-1936) —parish priest in the Archdiocese of Poznan,
rector of the theological seminary, and radio preacher—remains an inspiring figure
to this day, as evidenced by the ongoing beatification process. Many people remem-
ber him as a priest who refused to accept the episcopal nobleness. This article refers
to this common opinion in light of the Vatican archives. It is an attempt to highlight
the important character traits of the discussed figure, especially his humility and
sincerity. Based on the source analysis method, the article presents facts about Rev.
Rolewskibefore and after the proposal to take over the bishopric of Katowice. Thisar-
ticle presentsthe genesis of theinterestin the parish priest from Ostréw Wielkopolski
asa candidate for the diocesan bishop in 1925-1926. It describes the circumstances of
the negative decision made at the apostolic nunciature in Warsaw. The above piece,
which attempts to highlight the character traits important for the discussed charac-
ter—his humility and honesty—fills the current biographical gap of Rev. Rolewski.

Keywords: Kazimierz Rolewski, August Hlond, Lorenzo Lauri, Katowice diocese

Abstrakt

Nominacja ks. Kazimierza Rolewskiego na biskupa katowickiego i przyczyny
odmowy

Ksiagdz Kazimierz Rolewski (1887-1936) —proboszcz w archidiecezji poznanskiej, rek-
tor seminarium duchownego, kaznodzieja radiowy—pozostaje do dzi$ postacig in-
spirujaca, o czym $wiadezy trwajacy proces beatyfikacyjny. W pamieci wielu oséb
zapisatsiejakoksigdz, ktéry odmoéwit przyjecia godnoscibiskupiej. Niniejszy artykut
odnosi sie do tej obiegowej opinii w Swietle archiwaliow watykanskich i jest proba
uwydatnieniaistotnych dlaomawianejpostacicech charakteru—pokoryiszczerosci.
Autor artykulu w oparciu o metode analizy zZrddel prezentuje faktografie dotyczaca
ks. Rolewskiego przed i po propozycji objecia biskupstwa katowickiego, przedstawia
geneze zainteresowania proboszczem z Ostrowa Wielkopolskiego jako kandydatem
na biskupa diecezjalnego w latach 1925-1926 i opisuje okoliczno$ci odmownej decy-
zji podjetej w nuncjaturze apostolskiej w Warszawie. Artykut, ktéry stanowi prébe
uwydatnieniaistotnych dla omawianejpostacicech charakteru—pokoryiszczerosci,
wypeinia dotychczasowa luke biograficzng ks. Rolewskiego.

Stowa kluczowe: Kazimierz Rolewski, August Hlond, Lorenzo Lauri, diecezja
katowicka




The nomination of Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski as bishop...

Reverend Kazimierz Rolewski—a priest of the Archdiocese of Poznan,
a devoted pastor, a cheerful and pleasant man, a parish priest sensitive
to human poverty, a rector and professor of a theological seminary in-
volved in the education of students, a radio preacher—remains an in-
spiring, remembered and important figure for the contemporary his-
tory of the Church. It is evidenced by the ongoing beatification process,
the cult surrounding the priest’s grave in the parish church in Ostrow
Wielkopolski, and numerous statements by witnesses of his life includ-
edinbiographical studies. A priestbornin Poznanin 1887, hediedin1936
in the capital of Greater Poland at the age of only forty-eight.

He is remembered by many people, including priests, as a priest who
refused toaccept theepiscopal dignity. The authors of biographical texts
about him note this fact.! This article refers to this common opinion in
light of the Vatican archives. Yet, it is an attempt to highlight the im-
portant character traits of the figure discussed —humility and sincerity.

1. Factography (1887-1926)

Kazimierz Rolewski’s biography has been presented in detail in publica-
tions about him.? For the purposes of this article, however, it seems nec-
essary to recall the most important facts from his life chronologically.

1 M. Banaszak, Rolewski Kazimierz Jan Adam, in: Stownik polskich teologéw katolick-
ich, vol. 7, ed. L. Grzebien, Warszawa 1983, p. 38; A. Franc, M. Juda-Mieloch, R. Ka-
nia-Weiss, A. Kraska, A. Maka, Apostot wielkiej dobroci. Stuga Bozy ksiqdz Kazimierz
Rolewski, Ostréw Wielkopolski 2014, p. 121, 132; S. Jezierski, Rolewski Kazimierz Jan
Adawm, in: Hagiografia polska. Stownik bio-bibliograficzny, vol. 2, Poznan-Warszawa—
Lublin 1972, p. 277; F. Lenort, Rolewski Kazimierz Jan Adam, in: Polski stownik biogra-
ficzny, vol. 31, Wroctaw-Warszawa-Krakow-Gdansk-+todz 1988-1989, p. 556; Mowa
zatobnanapogrzebie $p. x. pratata dr. Kazimierza Rolewskiego, Potulice 1936.

2 M. Banaszak, Rolewski, pp. 38-39; A. Franciin., Apostot wielkiej dobroci, p. 132; S. Jez-
ierski, Rolewski, pp. 271-283; F. Lenort, Rolewski, pp. 556-557; Mowa zatobna na po-
grzebie $p. x. pratata dr. Kazimierza Rolewskiego, pp. 5-16; W. Padacz, Z polskiej gleby,
Krakow 1973, pp. 331-334; M. Straszewicz, Rolewski Kazimierz, in: Encyklopedia ka-
tolicka, vol. 17, ed. E. Gigilewicz, Lublin 2012, col. 251-252; $p. Ks. Kazimierz Rolewski,
»Miesiecznik Ko$cielny. Organ Archidiecezyi Gnieznienskiej i Poznanskiej” 51 (1936)
no. 6/7, pp. 206-207; A. Wietrzykowski, Sylwetka duchowa Stugi Bozego ks. Kazimierza
Rolewskiego1887-1936, ,,Miesiecznik Ko$cielny Archidiecezji Poznanskiej” 19 (1968) no.
10, pp. 274-282; no. 11, pp. 295-306.
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Jan Kazimierz Adam, son of Stanistaw Rolewski and Elzbieta née
Kinowska, wasborn on June2,1887,in Poznan and wasbaptized on June
19,1887, in the Catholic parish of the Royal Prussian 10" Division—his fa-
ther was then a sergeant in the Prussian army.3 He was the son of a rail-
way official, so the Rolewskis often changed their residence. Jan Kazimi-
erzAdam had two younger siblings—brother Wtadystaw and sister Zofia.
Kazimierz studied at schools in Maty, Inowroctaw, Kostrzyn nad Odra,
Kwidzyn, and Leipzig, where he passed the secondary school gradua-
tion exam. Over there, he also wrote an application foradmission to the
Archbishop’s Theological Seminary in Poznan but clearly stated that he
would like to become a priest “in his homelands.”* After four years of
formation and studies, on January 22, 1911, he was ordained a priest by
Bishop. Edward Likowski.

After being ordained a priest on March 1, 1911, he was sent to pastoral
work in the Kingdom of Saxony—in Meissen and Dresden. During the
war, he also served in the POW camp in Kénigsbriick.

On March1,1911, immediately after receiving priestly ordination, at the order of
the Archbishop Dr. Likowski, I went to the Saxon Kingdom as a pastor for Polish
emigrants. [ have been working here for five years up to now, amid great difficul-
ties and efforts. I am glad that I can serve thousands of souls longing for salva-
tion and content the Supreme Spiritual Authority, which has honored me with
somuch trust by placing on my shoulders an office of such responsibility abroad,®

he wrote from Dresden to Archbishop Consistory in Poznan in 1915,
asking for material support for his ministry.

In March 1916, he asked to be dismissed from his current position as
soonaspossibleand tobegivenajobin hishomediocese. He declared his
readiness to take up the benefice in Niechanéw, “if I do not receive the

3 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Mar
11,1907, s.n.f.: copy of baptism certificate.

4 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Mar
15,1907, s.n.f.: Arequest from a junior high school graduate, Kazimierz Rolewski, for
admission to the theological seminary in Poznan.

5 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Jun
17,1915, s.n.f.: Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski to the Archbishop’s Consistory in Poznan.
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The nomination of Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski as bishop...

Niechan6w benefice, I dare to ask for a vicariate humbly.”® He took up
the position of vicar in Gtuszyn—a church incorporated into the Poznan
parish provostry on May 1, 1916.7

He takes care of the parish zealously in the church and social organizations out-
sidethechurch. Heleadsanimpeccablelifeandisof pure morals, and in everyday
life, heisapolite and cheerful companion. Having worked abroad for along time,
he got to know the local organizations and the hardships of pastoral work there,
and with the knowledge he acquired from there, he zealously mutatis muntandis
and, as far as possible, uses it on the spot with great benefit for pastoral work,?

wrote in his opinion to the Consistory, Rev. Wactaw Mayer, dean and

pastor of Saint Marcin in Poznan.

The pastoral ministryin Gtuszyn alsoincluded Mata Staroteka, where

in April 1920, the clerical authorities appointed Rev. Rolewski adminis-
trator.? A former restaurant was adapted for the needs of a temporary
chapel, with atower added —its consecration took place on April11,1920.
Soon, however, Rev. Rolewski left the archdiocese, and in the autumn of
1920, he went on a mission to Germany “to investigate the state of pasto-
ral work among Polish emigrants.”' In December 1920, he returned to
Mata Staroteka, but on April 3, 1922, he first became an administrator,

6

and on May 5, 1922, a parish priest (commander) in Ceradz.!

Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976,
Mar 5,1916, s.n.f.: Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski to Archbishop Edmund Dalbor.
Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Apr
9,1916, s.n.f.: Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski to Archbishop Edmund Dalbor; Archiwum Ar-
chidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Apr 10, 1916, s.n.f.:
Decree of the Archbishop’s Consistory in Poznan.

Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Sep
16,1917, s.n.f.: Rev. Wactaw Mayer to the Archbishop’s Consistory.

“We hereby appoint you, the Vicar, as administrator in Mata Staroteka, and we ap-
pointyoutotake up yourintended position since Rev. Kanikowskiwill come to Gtuszy-
na”: Rev. “Weimann”, Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Parafie, 146/237, Apr
17,2023, s.n.f.: a copy of the decree of the Archbishop’s Consistory.

$p. Ks. Kazimierz Rolewski, p. 205.

Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976,
Apr3,1922, s.n.f.: decree of the Archbishop’s Consistory in Poznan; Archiwum Ar-
chidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, May 5,1922, s.n.f.:
decree of the Archbishop’s Consistory in Poznan.
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In the same year, 1922 —from October 1—Cardinal Edmund Dalbor
entrusted Rev. Rolewski the office of commander and benefice in Os-
trow Wielkopolski.!? In the local parish of Saint Stanistaw Bishop,
Rev. Rolewski spent nearly six years. In 1926, just after the death of Pri-
mate Dalbor from Ostréw Wielkopolski (died February 13, 1926), Pope
Pius XI intended to appoint him bishop of Katowice.

2. The candidacy of Rev. Rolewski for bishop

The person of Rev. Rolewski, as a possible candidate for the episcopal
dignity, wasindicated to the apostolic nunciaturein Warsaw by Rev. Au-
gust Hlond, an apostolicadministratorin Katowice. The parish priestin
Ostréw Wielkopolski madeagreatimpression on him asthe organizer of
the Catholic Congress held in this city on June 27-29, 1925. The context
of this candidacy was the expected changesin the territorial division of
dioceses in Poland, including the creation of new episcopal sees. Short-
ly after the issuance of the bull Vixdum Poloniae unitas'3, Archbishop
Lorenzo Lauri sent an extensive report to the Secretariat of State on
candidates for ordinaries of new or vacant dioceses. For the newly es-
tablished diocese in Czestochowa, the nuncio proposed Cardinal Pietro
Gasparri to Rev. Teodor Kubina—a pastor from Katowice, and Rev. Ka-
zimierz Rolewski.

A pious priest, with an exemplary life, loved by his people regardless of class, ex-
tremely active, an organizer with initiative and unrelated to politics,'*

characterized Rev. Rolewski, Archbishop Lauri. He was based on
the opinion of Rev. Hlond, whose recommendation was attached to the
report.

12 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976,
Oct1,1922, s.n.f.: decree of the Archbishop’s Consistory in Poznan.

13 Vixdum Poloniae unitas, Denova dioecesium latiniritus circumscriptioneinditione Polon-
ica, Oct 28,1925, ,,Acta Apostolicae Sedis” 17 (1925) no. 13, pp. 521-528.

14 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione per i Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congre-
gazione per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 104,
Oct 29,1925, k. 51: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal.
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Heis intelligent and a good speaker. With his initiative, activity, and prudence,
he greatly revitalized the religious life of the parish, especially through Catho-
lic organizations. He takes special care of his workers, who love him very much.
Having a friendly, cheerful, and agreeable character, he gained the sympathy
and respect of people who held him in high esteem,!®

wrote Rev. Hlond. The Katowice administrator reported that—out-

wardly—afterthe Catholic Conventionin Ostréw, Rev. Rolewskicouldn’t
even go on vacation because he spent all his private funds on organizing
theevent. “Heis of average height, quite charming, with mild manners;
he gives the impression of a refined and cultured person,”'¢ Hlond noted.

In connection with this proposal, the nuncio asked for the opinion of

the auxiliary bishop in Poznan, Stanistaw Lukomski, and attached it to
the report.

Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski, dean of the parish priest of Ostréw, belongs to the
group of priests who stand out for their piety, exemplary life, and pastoral pru-
dence. [...] He has a serious character, rather short than average height. He does
not engage in politics, but instead develops vigorous activity among the people
and the working class to support their morality,*”

wrote Lukomski. He mentioned that due to excessive activity, he had

difficulty speaking and had a slightly muffled voice. Nuncio Lauri con-
sulted this remark with Rev. Hlond.

He assured me that he had heard more than one speech by Rolewski at the Con-
gress in Ostrow and had never noticed that Rolewski had any voice defect. So it
seems that Bishop Fukomski saw and talked to Rev. Rolewski shortly after the

Segreteria di Stato, Sezione peri Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 104, b.d.,
k. 58: Rev. August Hlond to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri.

Segreteria di Stato, Sezione peri Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 104, b.d.,
k. 58: Rev. August Hlond to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri.

Segreteria di Stato, Sezione peri Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 104, Oct
27,1925, k. 57: Bishop Stanistaw Eukomski to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri.
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congress, when, as aresult of the great effort he suffered, his voice may have low-
ered, which was only temporary and did not cause the slightest concern,®

concluded the nuncio.

The candidacy of Rev. Rolewskireturned a few monthslater due to the
need to fill the vacant episcopal sees in Gniezno and Poznan, as well as
in Vilnius—after the death of Cardinal Edmund Dalbor and Archbishop
Jan Cieplak. Initially, to the Primate See, Cardinal Gasparri considered
the Bishop of Ptock, Antoni Julian Nowowiejski, and for Vilnius—Rev.
Euzebiusz Brzeziewicz, pastor of Saint Aleksander in Warsaw.!® After
hearing the opinion of Archbishop Laurie2°, in the first days of March
1926, the choice fell on Rev. Brzeziewicz as the future primate bishop,?!
Romuald Jatbrzykowski as bishop of Vilnius, and bishop £ukomski as
an ordinary in Lomza.?? However, the holy priest from Warsaw asked
Pius XI not to entrust him with this dignity, explaining his poor health.2®

18 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 104, Oct
29,1925, k. 57: note by nuncio Lorenzo Lauri.

19 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 76, Feb 26, 1926,
k. 72: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri (cifra).

20 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 76, Feb 26, 1926,
k. 74~-78: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

21 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 76, Mar10, 1926,
k. 80: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri (cifra).

22 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 76, Mar10, 1926,
k. 81: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri (cifra).

23 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 76, Mar 15, 1926,
k. 94-96: Rev. Euzebiusz Brzeziewicz to Pope Pius XI; Segreteria di Stato, Sezione per
iRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazione per gli Affari Ecclesiasti-
ci Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 76, Mar 16, 1926, k. 92: Nuncio Lorenzo
Laurito Cardinal Pietro Gasparri. Consequently, Nuncio Lauri, who had already sent
asub secreto letter to Bishop. Lukomski about his nomination as Ordinary in tomza,
he asked for his immediate return, Archivio Apostolico Vaticano, Archivio Nunzia-
tura Varsavia, b. 224, fasc. 169, Mar 22,1926, k. 20: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Bishop
Stanistaw Lukomski.
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Therefore, in an extensive report from April 12, 1926, the apostolic
nuncio considered further candidacies—for Gniezno and Poznan, bish-
op Hlond, bishop fukomski, or the provincial of the Jesuits, Stanistaw
Sopuch.?* At the end of April, Cardinal Gasparri requested that Nuncio
Lauri ask bishop Hlond whether he would see anyone who could con-
tinue his mission in Upper Silesia without major difficulties.?> Hlond
suggested the bishop Kubina, recently the ordinary in Czestochowa.26

At the beginning of May, the idea of leaving bishop ftukomski in
Poznan returned. It was then that the candidacy of Rev. Rolewski, this
time asa possible bishop of Lomza. “The Holy Father expects, still sub se-
creto, afinal opinion from Your Excellency regarding the following nom-
ination intentions: I. Poznan—*tukomski, II. Vilnius—Jatbrzykowski,
II1. Lomza—Rolewski”?”—wrote the Secretary of State to the nuncio.

Analyzing in a several-page report—in the rather specific circum-
stances of the 1926 May Coup?®—the possible consequences of the pro-
posed decisions, Archbishop Lauri confirmed that “according to the
information received about this clergyman and already indicated by
me [...] he provides a sufficient guarantee of good management of the

24 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
onepergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Apri12, 1926,
k. 4-12: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

25 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-

onepergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Apr 26, 1926,

k. 18: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri (cifra).

Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-

onepergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Apr 28, 1926,

k. 37: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-

one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, May 15, 1926,

k. 38: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri.

28 Thisishowthe nuncioin Warsaw described the situation: “Pilsudski’s coup d’état took
place with the participation of alarge part of the army: after two days of fierce fight-
ing and shelling, as a result of which about two hundred people died, and many were
wounded, Belvedere was occupied last evening. It is unknown where the president
and ministersare now;theysay theyarein Poznan. Nunciature in the besieged region
made it impossible to telegraph in advance. Today, there is a meeting of the diplomat-
ic corps. Lauri”; Archivio Apostolico Vaticano, Archivio Nunziatura Varsavia, b. 219,
fasc. 118, May 15, 1926, k. 16: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri (cifra).
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diocese, and, therefore, being a good bishop of £.omza.”?° He listed the
priest’s advantages: great activity and commitment to workers. These
qualities—according to Lauri—would, however, speak for another dio-
cese where

theneed forsocial action and organization of the working classis more urgent, as,
forexample, in the diocese of L.6dZ or Czestochowa, and thatis why I pointed him
to the Holy See as an excellent suffragan of the bishop of £.6dZ, who repeatedly
expressed the urgent need for help, or for the diocese of Czestochowa if Rev. Ku-
bina would not be appointed there.3°

The nuncio in Warsaw also noted that few clergypersons devote them-
selves to social activity and work for workers’ organizations in Poland.
Yet, these few are not always suitable to become bishops.

That is why Rev. Rolewski seems to be a valuable candidate for those dioceses
where the working-class element predominates. Since the diocese of Lomza is
currently the most peaceful of Polish dioceses, without the presence of many
workers, without at least a significant socialist or otherwise subversive element,
Rev. Rolewski would seem to me a bit wasted for this diocese, which would be
easier to fill by finding the right person,3

Archbishop Lauri said. In his opinion, for a priest who was only forty
years old Rolewski may have a more favorable opportunity to serve the
Church so as to make good use of its “extraordinary strengths”.

The opinions sent by the apostolic nuncio influenced Pius XI’s deci-
sions. At the beginning of June 1926, the Secretary of State asked Lau-
rie for his opinion on the following “arrangement”: “Poznan Hlond,

29 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione per i Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congre-
gazione per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, May
22,1926, k. 45: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

30 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione per i Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congre-
gazione per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, May
22,1926, k. 45: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

31 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione per i Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congre-
gazione per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, May
22,1926, k. 45: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.
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Katowice Rolewski, Lomza tukomski, Wilno Jatbrzykowski,”3? and
then asked for anulla osta from the President of the Republic of Poland.?3
The nuncio considered this solution appropriate, also due to the current
political situation,3* and notified the cardinal. Gasparri about the lack
of opposition from President Ignacy Mo$cicki.®® In this situation, the
Secretariat of State sent a telegraphic inquiry to the bishop. Eukomski
attending the Eucharistic Congressin Chicago, about which the nuncia-
ture in Warsaw was informed.2® “The candidates for Poznan and Vilni-
us expressed their consent,”3” reported the nuncio to the Secretary of
State. The situation differed with Rev. Rolewski, who refused to accept
the episcopal nobleness. “Rolewski, who was interrogated yesterday,
categorically refuses, giving serious reasons, which Rev. Sopuch, with
whom he consulted, and Bishop Hlond, who is present in Warsaw, con-
sider highly justified,”*® the nuncio wrote to Rome.

In this situation, the Secretariat of State asked the Congregation of
the Holy Office for nulla osta for Rev. Arkadiusz Lisiecki, nuncio’s can-
didate for the bishopric in Katowice,*® and then for the approval of the

32 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, 2.06.1926,
k. 50: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri (cifra).

33 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Jun 8, 1926,
k. 52: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri.

34 Archivio Apostolico Vaticano, Archivio Nunziatura Varsavia, b. 219, fasc. 118, Jun
9,1926, k. 90: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

35 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Junii, 1926,
k. 53: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri (cifra).

36 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
onepergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Jun 13, 1926,
k. 54: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri.

37 Archivio Apostolico Vaticano, Archivio Nunziatura Varsavia, b. 219, fasc. 118, Jun
13,1926, k. 99: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri (cifra).

38 Archivio Apostolico Vaticano, Archivio Nunziatura Varsavia, b. 219, fasc. 118, Jun
13,1926, k. 99: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri (cifra).

39 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one pergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Jun14, 1926,
k. 56: Congregation for Extraordinary Affairs to the Congregation of the Holy Office;
Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
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President of the Republic of Poland.*® Just after bishop Lukomski’s
consent and receiving the long-awaited null osta of President Mo§cicki
as the new candidate for Katowice*!, on June 24, 1926, Pope Pius XI an-
nounced four related nominations in a secret consistory: Bishop Au-
gust Hlond was appointed archbishop in Gniezno and Poznan, Bishop
Romuald Jatbrzykowski—archbishop in Vilnius, Bishop Stanistaw L.u-
komski—ordinary in £.omza, and Rev. Arkadiusz Lisiecki—bishop in
Katowice.*?

3. Reasons for the negative decision

The correspondence between the nunciature in Warsaw and the Secre-
tariat of State allows us to learn the real reasons for the resignation of
Rev. Rolewski from taking over the proposed bishopric of Katowice. In
the first days of June 1926, nuncio Lauri invited the parish priest from
Ostréw to the apostolic nunciature in Warsaw under the pretext of talk-
ing about the pastoral care of youth, to which the Polish bishops would
like to devote more attention.

Since Your Eminence asked me, on behalf of the Holy Father, for my opinion on
theselection of the priest as mentioned above for such an important and delicate
see of Katowice, I wanted to meet this parish priest personally,*3

he explained to the Secretary of State.

onepergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Jun 16, 1926,
k. 57: nulla osta of the Congregation of the Holy Office.

40 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
onepergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Jun 16, 1926,
k. 60: Cardinal Pietro Gasparri to Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri (cifra).

41 ,Only now, at 15, can I forward the receipt of nulla osta and the candidate’s consent to
Katowice”, Archivio Apostolico Vaticano, Archivio Nunziatura Varsavia, b. 219, fasc.
118, Jun 23, 1926, k. 111: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri (cifra).

42 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
onepergli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, 1926, Polonia, Pos. 66, fasc. 77, Jun 24, 1926,
k. 48: Cardinal Pietro Gasparrito Cardinal Gaetano de Lai.

43 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105, Jun
24,1926, k. 30: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.
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I must say that [ had a good impression because Rolewski presented himself to
me as a pious, modest, active, and practical man in the field of Christian social
organizations, exactly as Bishop Lukomski and Hlond described him to me.*#

Afterthe papal decision toappoint, Rev. Rolewskiwasagain invited to
the nunciature. The meeting took place on Saturday, June 12, 1926. The
pope’s decision—wrote the nuncio—was received by the parish priest
from Ostréow “with deep astonishment.”*> Archbishop’s report Laurie
described in detail the course of the interview with the candidate for
the bishopricin Katowice. Rev. Rolewskiargued hisresistance first with
his own unworthiness and smallness in the face of such a great honor
and such a serious office. He claimed that with God’s help, he could be
a good parish priest but probably not a good bishop. The priest’s next
arguments were more specific. First, he talked about financial prob-
lems—due to the crisis of the Polish currency, a loan of fifty thousand
zlotys taken out for the construction of a new church had not yet been
repaid, and personally, he still had to repay four thousand zlotys for the
renovation and enlargement of the parish house; he expressed hope that
he would be able to repay them over the next two years, remaining the
parish priest in Ostréw.

Then he raised the priest. Rolewski asked about diabetes, which he
suffered from, and the lack of a scientific degree. His studies at the
Poznan Seminary did not give him an academic degree, which—in his
opinion—would put him in a situation of an inferiority complex con-
cerning Katowice clergy who have academic diplomas after studying
in Wroctaw, where there is a theological faculty with the privilege of
awarding them. “I tried toreassure him of his fears, which seemed to me
a bit exaggerated and caused by a strong sense of humility,”*¢ wrote the

44 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105, Jun
24,1926, k. 30: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

45 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105, Jun
24,1926, k. 30: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

46 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105, Jun
24,1926, k. 31: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.
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nuncio, but he wasunable to overcome hisreservations before taking up
the office and knowing that he knew the Jesuits in Warsaw, including
some of Rev. Sopucha, he advised him to go and talk to them.

Rev. Rolewskireturned to the nunciature in the afternoon of the same
day. Bishop Hlond was already there, and further talks were conducted
inhispresence. Rev. Rolewskiasked to speak Polish to be more precisein
expressing his feelings, and Bishop Hlond was to translate hisstatement.
The priest noted that he used the time given to him well—he adored the
Blessed Sacrament for an hour, then made a general confession to one
of the Jesuits, and then talked to Rev. Sopuch about his doubts. The Jes-
uit convinced him their worries were of little importance, except for
one, which he should present to the nuncio for clarity. A long speech
by Rev. Rolewski focused on the issue that has troubled him for sever-
al years. A clerical court also considered it and was his main obstacle
in assuming the episcopal dignity. It was related to defamation against
him, which could makeit difficult for him to hold this office in the future.

The case concerned the parish in Gtuszyn, where in 1920, a young
woman, giving birth to a child only four months after marriage, accused
the parish priest of paternity to her husband, who was surprised by this
fact. The Poznan clerical court initiated an investigation, but it turned
out that the slander concerned not the current parish administrator but
the priest. Rolewski, who wason a missionin Germany. Heimmediately
declared hisinnocence and asked for the case to be fully explained by the
church court. However, after hearing the witnesses, the clerical courtin
Poznan saw no grounds to address this issue. Rev. Rolewski’s requests,
senttocourtini924and1925, remained unanswered. Only amonth after
the conversation with the nuncio, on July 15, 1926, the priest received
confirmation from the Archbishop’s Spiritual Court in Poznan that it
would no longer deal with this case. “We completely trust Rev. Rolewski,
our Dean, and are convinced of his innocence.”4”

47 ,In response to the letter of Rev. Dean of April 10,1924 and January 22,1925, we re-
peatourdecree of February 17,1923, that ‘his statement satisfies us completely,” which
means that we have complete trust in Rev. Dean and belief in his innocence:” Archi-
wum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorzi Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Jul15, 1926,
s.n.f: Rev. Stefan Zwolski to Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski.
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Rev. Rolewski confirmed in the nunciature his lack of guilt; “his
words and the way he expressed himself reflected the sincerity of his
statements,”#® the nuncio wrote in the report. He emphasized that
although the rumors did not reach Ostréw Wielkopolski, they were
known in the Gtuszyn parish and could be spread after the episcopal
nomination, disturbing and casting a shadow on his good name. Arch-
bishop Lauri thanked Rev. Rolewski for explanations and asked him to
return to the nunciature a few hours later, after which he held a con-
ference with Rev. Sopuch and Bishop Hlond. “None of us believed in
Rolewski’s guilt: he honestly revealed these facts himself, even though
Bishop Lukomski, when providing me with detailed information about
Rev. Rolewski, didn’t mention it; This proves the subtlety of this priest’s
conscience,”*® the nuncio wrote in the report. However, considering all
the circumstances, it was decided to accept his resignation for the good
ofthe Holy Seeand the person concerned. “Reverend Rolewskiwas very
pleased with this decision,”>° the nuncio noted in the report.

It is possible that due to the attitude of Rev. Rolewski received accu-
sations against Bishop Stanistaw Okoniewski, coadjutor in Pelplin, of
taking too “careful” care of the sister of his deceased colleague priest.
According to Archbishop Lauri, publicity of alleged moral matters con-
cerning Bishop Okoniewski had a political background. He mentioned
Jézef Pradzynski, the priest associated with the National Democracy
and the “Kurier Poznanski.” Among the causes of the unrest, he also
saw the dissatisfaction of Bishop Antoni Laubitz (interested in the
Chelmno diocese) and the anti-Polish views of Rev. Karol Klinke, a ca-
thedral canon of German nationality, who confirmed under oath at the

48 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105, Jun
24,1926, k. 32: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

49 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporticon gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105, Jun
24,1926, k. 32: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.

50 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione periRapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congregazi-
one per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105, Jun
24,1926, k. 32: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri.
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nunciature the accusations which Okoniewski also denied under oath.>!
However, the attack on Okoniewski impacted the Poznan clergy and

was the background for Rolewski’s negative decision. According to the

nuncio’s report, the scenario of similar moral accusations appearing in

the press—thistimeagainst the pastor from Ostrow Wielkopolski—was

real.>?

4. Factography (1926-1936)

Rev. Rolewski returned to the parish, and Bishop Hlond became his or-
dinary. In 1926, Rolewskibegan studies at the Faculty of Theology of the
University of Warsaw, culminating in obtaining the Doctor of Theology
academic degree in 1929. The title of his dissertation, written under the
supervision of Rev. Prof. Zygmunt Kozubski, was “Social Obstacles to
the Freedom of the Human Will.”3

On September 26, 1928, Cardinal Hlond appointed Rev. Rolewski as
a rector of the Archbishop’s Theological Seminary in Poznan.5* When
he left the Ostréw parish, he was farewelled as a priest who enjoyed “ex-
traordinary love and respect,” as a “modes man, without needs,” and
with a “generous hand for the poor.”%® The Primate also commissioned

51 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione per i Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congre-
gazione per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc.
105, Feb 20, 1926, k. 7-18: Nuncio Lorenzo Lauri to Cardinal Pietro Gasparri. In Jan-
uary 1926, the National Democrats’ press in Poznan published an article about the
alleged pro-German sympathies of the nuncio in Warsaw: Dokota naszej nuncjatury.
Spostrzezeniaiuwagi, ,Kurier Poznanski” 21(1926) no. 38, p. 2.

52 Segreteria di Stato, Sezione per i Rapporti con gli Stati, Archivio Storico, Congre-
gazione per gli Affari Ecclesiastici Straordinari, Polonia, 1923-1933, Pos. 75, fasc. 105,
Jun 24,1926, k. 32: nuncjusz Lorenzo Lauri do kard. Pietro Gasparriego.

53 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976,
Julz2,1929, s.n.f.: S. T.D. diploma of Jan Kazimierz Rolewski.

54 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Sep
26,1928, s.n.f.: Decree appointing priest Kazimierz Rolewski to the position of rector
of the Archbishop’s Theological Seminary in Poznan.

55 Pozegnanie ks. proboszcza, ,,Oredownik Ostrowski. Pismo na miasto i powiaty Os-
trowski i Odolanowski oraz miast Ostrowa, Odolanowa, Sulmierzyc i Raszkowa” 77
(1928) no. 95, p. 1.
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him to give lectures on moral theology—casuistry.>¢ Entrusting him
with the delicate function of a rector, which requires special quali-
ties, proves that the conversation participants at the nunciature were
convinced of Rev. Rolewski’s integrity, humility, and sincerity.

In October 1928, Cardinal Hlond asked the Holy See to grant the
new rector the dignity of a “domestic prelate.”” Pope Pius XI awarded
him this title in 1930. The President of the Republic of Poland, Ignacy
Moécicki, in 1929 awarded the Golden Cross of Merit to Rev. Rolewski,

“the parish priest and dean in Ostréw of the Poznan Voivodship, for his
achievements in the field of national and social work, physical educa-
tion and military training.”>® In the following years, Rector Rolewski
was one of the radio preachers during Holy Masses broadcast from the
Poznan cathedral on Sundays by Polish Radio.>®

The post of the rector, Rev. Rolewski, held the position until Septem-
ber 1935. He resigned due to his progressive illness.

By the example of his pious, sacrificial, and apostolic life, lectures based on many
years of rich experience, and especially the endearing kindness of his priestly
heart, the late priest Rolewski raise a large group of young pastors who will re-
member him, love, and be grateful beyond the grave,5°

wrote Rev. Kazimierz Kowalski in his obituary, successor as rector.

56 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, Dec
21,1929, s.n.f.: Cardinal August Hlond to Rev. Kazimierz Rolewski.

57 Archivio Apostolico Vaticano, Archivio Nunziatura Varsavia, b. 249, fasc. 692,
Oct18,1928: Cardinal August Hlond to Nuncio Francesco Marmaggi.

58 ,Monitor Polski. Dziennik Urzedowy Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej” 12 (1929) no. 264, p. 1.

59 Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu, Kapituta Metropolitalna, 1631, Dec 31, 1929,
s.n.f.: Rev. Stanistaw Adamski to Rev. Franciszek Rucinski. An interesting contribu-
tion to the history of radio preaching is a letter written by a former emigrant from
Czestochowa in 1934 after Holy Mass. with a sermon by Rev. Rolewski broadcast from
Poznan: “I was happy because I heard the same voice that I heard probably every Sun-
dayin Meissen, in Dresden, at the meeting of the Association of St. Wojciech, the voice
of our beloved chaplain, a good guide and a warm guardian. Today, after over twenty
years, I heard the same voice of Rev. Prelate, Regens, and educator. Most Reverend
Prelate, for your work and care for us, I offer you, Good Priest and patriotic Pole, God
bless you heartily”; quote from: A. Franc et al., Apostot wielkiej dobroci, p. 48.

60 Sp. Ks. Kazimierz Rolewski, p. 207.
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There is no indication that the Gluszyna slander was spread. Howev-
er, the rumor that he had been refused the bishopric accompanied Rev.
Rolewski. “I will not wish you worldly goods because you have never
cared about them. I will not wish you dignity and honors because you
have never tried for them. You even refused the dignity of the Bishop
of Silesia,”®! said one of the inhabitants of Ostrow Wielkopolski during
the farewell of Rev. Rolewski in 1928. Rev. Kowalski mentioned the re-
fusal of the episcopal dignity during the funeral sermon in the Poznan
cathedral: “He became everything to everyone, maintaining an exem-
plary humility that did not allow him to accept the Silesian bishopric
offered to him by the Pope.”%2 He included a similar thought in the obit-
uary written for “Miesiecznik Ko$cielny,” but this sentence was deleted
in the Archbishop’s Consistory from the text sent for printing.6® Some
publications also included information about his repeated refusal to ac-
cept the episcopal dignity.6+

61 Pozegnanie ks. proboszcza, ,,Oredownik Ostrowski. Pismo na miasto i powiaty Os-
trowski i Odolanowski oraz miast Ostrowa, Odolanowa, Sulmierzyc i Raszkowa” 77
(1928) no. 95, p. 1. The speech was delivered by a member of the parish council, attorney
Wactaw Jankowski.

62 Mowa zatobnana pogrzebie $p. x. pratata dr. Kazimierza Rolewskiego, pp. 8-9.

63 Inthebiography provided by Rev. Kazimierz Kowalskito the Archbishop’s Consistory,
theopinion: “Finally, on September11, 1935, Monseigneur Rolewskiresigned from the
position of rector of the Seminary due to a chronic illness”, his ending was deleted:

“this illness, which, together with his great humility, did not allow him to accept the
offered bishopric of Katowice in Ostréw”; Archiwum Archidiecezjalne w Poznaniu,
Konsystorz i Kuria Arcybiskupia, 976, b.d., s.n.f.: Zyciorys ks. Kazimierza Rolewskie-
go do ,,Miesiecznika Koscielnego”; por. ,Miesiecznik Ko$cielny. Organ Archidiecezyi
Gnieznienskiej i Poznanskiej” 51(1936) no. 6/7, p. 207.

64 Rev. Stanistaw Jezierski, author of an extensive biography of Rev. Rolewski prepared
for the beatification process, states: “During her pastoral work in Ostréw, she met
Rev. Rolewski was offered the episcopal dignity twice: on June 12,1926, the nuncio
from Warsaw summoned him, informing him, as the Holy Father’s wish, of the pro-
posal to take up the bishopric in Katowice. After three days of reflection (which he
asked for) and seeking his confessor’s advice (Rev. Sopuch TJ), he asked the nuncio
for the Pope to withdraw his decision. «That day—he admitted later—was one of the
hardest days of my life.» He also refused when, in 1927, Primate Hlond offered him
the Poznan suffraganate. Then he was to say: «Your Eminence, one has said it once,
so one must be consistent again»” (Cf. S. Jezierski, Rolewski, p. 277). Apart from mi-
nor inconsistencies with the nuncio’s account (e.g., three days of consideration), the
alleged proposal of a suffragan in Poznan by Bishop Lukomski could not be related
to the refusal to accept the dignity granted —Rolewski was not taken into account by
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Kazimierz Rolewskidied on March 13,1936 in Poznan.®> Archbishop of
Poznan Antoni Baraniak, in 1966, then secretary of the Cardinal Hlond,
initiated the beatification process, which is still ongoing.6¢

Conclusion

With the development of the media, gossip understood as a dynamic

communication event, began significantly influencing the lives of pub-
lic figures, including clergy. This article refers to the common opinion

about the priest’s refusal to accept Kazimierz Rolewski to the episcopal

dignity, presenting previously unpublished source documents from the

Vatican archives. They show that the slander spread in a small parish en-
vironment became the direct cause of the refusal to accept the bishopric

in Katowice, offered to him by Pope Pius XI. The candidate clearly de-
clared his innocence. In the opinion of the nunciature, he was credible.
Yet, the possibility of publicizing rumors after his episcopal nomination

that cast a shadow on his good name resulted in the acceptance of the

resignation from the bishopric offered to him.
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